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Avonmouth in 77 hospital ships from the Mediterranean. By the

During the two world wars Britain became an island fortress

had treated almost 89,000 servicemen.

end of the war, 2nd Southern General Hospital and auxiliary units

and a base for equipping and training troops and launching land,
sea and air operations. In both conflicts, the skies above the

Over 360 men and women of the Commonwealth who died

island and the seas that surround her became the scene of fierce

as a result of service during the First World War are buried or

fighting involving aircraft, submarines and warships. Britain was

commemorated in this cemetery. The names of 238 of these are

also the main centre for the medical care of men and women

inscribed on the Screen Wall in Soldiers’ Corner, a war plot near

serving in the armed forces. Thousands of hospitals located

the main entrance, where the memorial loggia, designed by W.H.

across the country were used to treat service personnel who

Watkins, was unveiled in 1921. Most of the service burials can

were wounded, fell victim to disease, or were injured in accidents

be found in this section; the rest are scattered throughout the

at home or overseas.

cemetery in private plots.
During the Second World War, Bristol was once again the site

Many of the servicemen buried in the United Kingdom were
killed in action in the air while defending the home front. Others,
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of numerous military hospitals and convalescent homes and a

mostly naval men, drowned in British coastal waters. However,

throughout cemetery grounds. In all, there are Commonwealth

Among the private houses dedicated to the care of sick and

number of Royal Air Force stations and prisoner of war camps

the majority were wounded or contracted disease on active

war graves in almost 12,500 different locations throughout the

wounded servicemen was Bishop’s Knoll in Stoke Bishop, which

were located nearby. The cemetery contains 149 Second World

service, were transported back to Britain, and subsequently died

United Kingdom.

was used for the treatment of Australian soldiers. By 1917 there

War service burials, some of which form Sailors’ Corner, a small

were no fewer than 16 military hospitals in Bristol, including the

plot originally set aside for naval burials, many from the Naval

Beaufort War Hospital, which had been an asylum before the war.

Hospital at Barrow Gurney. The cemetery is also the site of a

while undergoing hospital treatment or recovering in private
homes.
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memorial that commemorates 68 servicemen and women whose

In the early years of the First World War, all hospitals in Bristol,

remains were cremated at the former crematorium.

Today over 170,000 men and women who died in the United

with the exception of Horfield, came under Southern Command.

The first hospital trains arrived in the city in September 1914

Kingdom, while serving in the armed forces during the first and

2nd Southern General Hospital was originally located in the

carrying 120 wounded veterans of the Battle of Mons. Over

second world wars, are buried in cemeteries and churchyards

new wing of the Bristol Royal Infirmary, opened in 1912, but as

the course of the war, more than 400 trains arrived at Bristol

throughout the country. Some burials form small war graves

the war progressed, the demand for beds increased and other

carrying over 69,000 sitting and stretcher case patients to the

Patients and nurses at 2nd Southern General Hospital, Southmead, during the

plots within larger cemeteries, but the majority are scattered

hospitals and private houses in the city came under its command.

city’s hospitals. A further 36,300 wounded and sick landed at
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